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 Pope Francis wants us to reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of 

mercy during the Year of Mercy as “a way to reawaken our conscience.”  He 

reminds us that they are the measure by which we can tell if we are living as 

Christ’s disciples. 
 

 

The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our 

neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities.  Instructing, advising, consoling, 

comforting are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs 

patiently.  The corporal works of mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, 

sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and 

burying the dead.  Among thee, giving alms to the poor is one of the chief 
witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to God.  

 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2447) 

 

 
“Be Merciful, as your Father is merciful”  Luke 6:36 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Corporal Works of Mercy 
  

Feed the Hungry 

Give drink to the thirsty 

Clothe the naked 
Welcome the stranger 

Heal the sick 

Visit the imprisoned 

Bury the dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 

Counsel the doubtful 

Instruct the ignorant 

Admonish sinners 
Comfort the afflicted 

Forgive offences 

Bear wrongs patiently 

Pray for the living and the dead 
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PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545

  

                                                                             

  www.nativitymary.org 

                                     (608) 752-7861 

Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor                                                       

Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach  

Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy  

Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education 

Kathy Fisher, Business Manager 

Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary 

 

 
 
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St.  754-5221 

Steve Castrogiovanni Principal  

Sue Vodak, Secretary 

Sue Dickman, Secretary 
 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of St. Mary Parish,  
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, August and   
November.   
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  Let 
us know what you’d like to see.   
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 Our KC council will be attending the Knights of Columbus State Convention 

in April at the Chula Vista Resort in the Wisconsin Dells. 
 

 

 

 

If these activities ….. supporting our Knights of Columbus council, the 

community, our Church, our youth, family and culture of life sound like 

something that might interest you, and you are a Catholic gentleman 

over the age of eighteen, please contact our Grand Knight, Greg Kraft to 

discuss membership at (608) 754-5615. 

 

                  

 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

 

Feb. 6  9A District Free Throw Competition -    

  St. Patrick’s school gym 
 

Feb. 7  Community Rosary - Nativity of Mary,                                   

  following 8:30 AM Mass 
 

Feb. 11  Monthly KC Meeting - 7:30 PM Nativity House 
 

Feb. 21  Pancake and Egg Breakfast - Church Hall 9:15-10:15 AM  
 

Mar. 6  Community Rosary - Nativity of Mary,                                   

  following 8:30 AM Mass 
 

Mar. 10  Monthly KC Meeting - 7:30 PM Nativity House 
 

Mar. 20  Pancake and Egg Breakfast - Church Hall 9:15 – 10:15 AM 
 

Apr. 3  Community Rosary - Nativity of Mary,                                   

  following 8:30 AM Mass 
 

Apr. 14  Monthly KC Meeting - 7:30 PM Nativity House  
 

Apr. 17  Pancake and Egg Breakfast - Church Hall 9:15 – 10:15 AM  
 

Apr. 21 - 24 Tootsie Roll Fund Raiser 
 

Apr. 28 - May 1 KC State Convention - Wisconsin Dells (Chula Vista) 
 

May 1  Community Rosary - Nativity of Mary,                                   

  following 8:30 AM Mass 
 

May 12  Monthly KC Meeting - 7:30 PM Nativity House  
 

May 15  Pancake and Egg Breakfast - Church Hall 9:15 – 10:15 AM  
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Highlights & Happenings 
 

 

 Our Knights of Columbus council began the Christmas season by visiting St. 

Elizabeth Nursing Home to sing Christmas carols to the residents.  Afterward, we 

erected & lit the nativity set on the Church lawn.   
 

 We continued the season with a poster contest for our school children.  There 

were seventy-two entries of beautiful artwork which we proudly displayed in the 

Church Hall after our pancake breakfast.  The Council selected several student’s 

entries to be submitted to the Diocese for their competition.  These students 

included Connor McClellan, Kalea Biddick, Alex Currie and Addison Kessler 

from St. Mary’s and Lilly Bondehagen, Amelia Dubilzen, Alecia Gunn and 

Gracie Pakes from St. Patrick’s.  Other winners included Bryana Olver, Russel 

Suiter, Tallula McDougall, Kaitlyn Kessler, Emma Syverson, James McClellan, 

Chase Cunningham, Faith Tipton all from St. Mary’s and Oliver Clark, Madelyn 

Glass, Fatima Suarez, Eva Pfeiffer, Isabella Welquist, Kelsey Gille,           

Alfonso Hoff-Ortiz and Gabrielle Tomaszewski from St. Patrick’s.  
 

 In our community efforts, our Knights of Columbus council co-sponsored a 

“Keep Christ In Christmas” billboard, along with other area councils. 
 

 In January, we presented Bibles to the 6th graders at St. Mary’s School.  The 

students and staff seemed to appreciate the gesture!  We will also supply a Bible 

to each of our First Communicants; to be presented at their event in May. 
 

 Our KC council recently sponsored a Free Throw contest at St. Patrick’s and St. 

Mary’s.  Additionally, our combined council has been asked to host the District 

competition on February 6th in the St. Patrick’s gymnasium.   
 

 In late April, the city wide Knights of Columbus councils will hold our Annual 

Tootsie Roll Drive to benefit those with intellectual disabilities.  Look for us at 

grocery stores, banks, Church and other locations throughout Janesville. 
 

 In an effort to support the Church’s Jubilee Year of Mercy, our KC council is 

leading the Rosary at St. Mary’s after the 8:30 AM Mass on the first Sunday of 

each month.  This rosary service has been well received and we invite you to join 

us! 
 

 Pope Francis and our former Pope, Saint John Paul II, both identified the Knights 

of Columbus as “The Strong Right Arm of the Church”.  We’ve accepted that 

challenge and invite you to join us.  Today, the Knights of Columbus is 

providentially positioned to play a key role in the new alliance between the 

Church and the family, as called for by Pope Francis.  Therefore, our order has 

announced a new initiative to strengthen both our parishes and our families.  It’s 

entitled “Building the Domestic Church While Strengthening Our Parish”.  You 

will hear more about this in the future. 
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A few years ago, I had the opportunity to lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  

One of the places we visited was the spot where Jesus was baptized.  For 

many years, this location was not accessible because it was in “no man’s 

land.”  It was a militarized zone that lay between Israel and Jordan.  But, a 

few years before my pilgrimage, the Kingdom of Jordan had cleared ground 

near an ancient Byzantine church along the Jordan River.  From the            

archeology, it was deduced that the early Christians thought Jesus was       

baptized at that location.  Soon Israel cleared ground on the other side of the 

River to accommodate pilgrims who wished to pray at the Jordan. 

 

What does this have to do with Lent?  The gospel of the First Sunday of Lent 

always picks up right after the Baptism.  The Lord leaves the River and walks 

into the desert.  Jesus does not have to travel far, for the desert is right there!  

He enters the desert, and there He will be hungry and thirsty.  He will use that 

time of desolation for prayer and preparation.  That prayer and fasting will 

ready the Lord for his battle with the Devil and prepare Him for His mission.  

His mission is to go to Jerusalem, where He will be handed over and undergo 

his Passion.  In three days, He will then rise again. 

 

Lent reminds us that we should hunger and thirst for God.  It is God Himself 

who thirsted for us when He said from the cross, “I thirst.”  Christ was willing 

to go through the desert of our indifference, our selfishness, our hardness of 

heart, in order to reach us.  For us, like so many other prophets and saints, we 

go to the desert to shed off the distractions and attachments to find the Lord.  

We freely give up our favorite food so that we can be one with Him in our 

sacrifice.   

 

It is in this spirit of the desert and simplicity that our prayer and liturgy takes 

its cue.  There will be less music and more silence during Mass.  Lent is a   

solemn time, but it is also a wonderful time.  It is in the silence that we can 

hear the Lord speak.  It is in the silence that we can see more clearly the path 

He walked and follow that path ourselves.  It is wonderful that we can draw   

closer to His humanity in order to be one with Him.  It is wonderful because 

we can rise again to a new and deeper life once Lent has ended.  That is the 

joy of Easter. 
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Greetings from the Religious Education Department 
 

As I sit in my office on this cold January day, I am reflecting on the events 

from the Fall of 2015.  Much has happened over the last six months as the 

children have grown in their Faith as they attended religion classes, learned 

more about Pope Francis, and visited church often.  We have said the Rosary 

together, learned more about church etiquette, Advent, and the coming of the 

Christ Child on Christmas.   

 

In early December, six 2nd graders from both the school and the Religious 

Education program celebrated their First Reconciliation with their families.   

 

During Advent, the Religious Education children and the parish donated many 

items to the House of Mercy.  These items helped make Christmas a little 

brighter for the families and was greatly appreciated by the House of Mercy. 

 

With the start of 2016, we begin to look toward Lent and new beginnings.  

During Lent, the children will be collecting money for their CRS Rice Bowls. 

The Catholic Relief Services Lenten faith-in-action program for 40 years has 

provided a means for us to hear stories of our friends who don’t have as much 

as we do.  Rice Bowls are a means for us to pray, fast, and provide a gift to 

those less fortunate.  Please help support our children by giving them change 

for their Rice Bowls.  For more information on the program you can go to  

crsricebowl.org. 

 

“Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves 

what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our own  

poverty.” – Pope Francis  
 

This Spring the second graders will be preparing for their First Communion.  

Please keep these young people in your prayers as they prepare to meet Jesus 

in an intimate way at their First Communion in May.   

 

Thank you for supporting me and 

the Religious Education program. 

 

Kathleen Hookham 
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 It is so hard to believe that the school year is nearly 2/3 over. With 

just a little over 4 months left there is still a lot work to be done. We are all 

looking forward to working hard and finishing our year strong. 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

February 11   Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences 
 

March 4  End of 2nd Trimester 
 

March 7-11   ACRE Testing 
 

March 11  Salad Luncheon (11:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 
 

March15 &16   Middle School Spring Musical (1:00 & 7:00 PM)  
 

March 18   Living Stations (2:00 PM) 
 

March 21-March28  Spring Break 
 

May 9-13   8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 

May 11  K-4 Spring Music Program 
 

May 17  5th Grade City-wide Track Meet 
 

May 18  4th Grade City-wide track meet 
 

May 30   Memorial Day 
 

June 1   8th Grade Graduation 
 

June 3    Last Day of School 

 

Fundraising 
 

 

 SCRIP is available for purchase after each Mass the 1st & 3rd full 

weekend of every month.  Always available in the school office. 

 Salad Luncheon on March 11th (11:010 AM - 2:00 PM) 

 Vegetable and Flower sale in April will fund Washington D.C. trip. 

 

                                St. Mary School 
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Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance.  It is a season for 

reflection and taking stock.  A season of sacrifice and charity.  Lent originated 

in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when 

the faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the 

faith and prepared for baptism.  By observing the forty days of Lent, the 

individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty 

days. 

 

The duration of the season of Lent is based on the ancient church custom of 

requiring catechumens to undergo a forty-day period of doctrinal instruction 

and fasting before being baptized on the evening before Easter.  This 

probationary period was called the quarantine (from the Latin word for forty).  

The number forty occurs frequently in both testaments of the Bible.  It 

signifies the time that is required for discipline, testing, and separation prior to 

achieving a goal or new beginning.  For example, we read in the Old 

Testament that it rained forty days and nights during the Great Flood    

(Genesis 7:2), Moses communed with God on Mount Sinai for forty days 

before receiving the Ten Commandments (Exodus 24:18), the people of Israel 

were forced to wander in the wilderness for forty years (Numbers 12:33-34), 

Elijah journeyed for forty days before he reached Mount Horeb and had a 

vision of God (1 Kings 19:8-9)), and the inhabitants of Nineveh fasted and 

repented for forty days in response to the preaching of Johan (Jonah 3:4-5). 

 

Our liturgies during Lent will reflect this austere time.  Eucharistic 

Acclamations;  Holy Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen, Our Father 

and the Lamb of God, will all be spoken instead of sung.  No Gloria or 

Alleluia is to be sung or spoken. 

 

The environment of the church will be sparse.  There will be very little 

ornamentation or decoration. 

 

Take time this Lent to take part in the many activities being held.  See the 

“Lent At A Glance” page for the schedule of events. 
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LENT AT A GLANCE 2016….   

                                       Nativity of Mary Parish 
 

(The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Tuesday evenings 

during Lent, starting Feb. 16 thru March 15, from 6:30 pm until 8:30 pm.) 

 

February 10, 2016 - Ash Wednesday 

8:15 a.m. Mass 

12:10 p.m. Word Service with ashes 

6:15 p.m. Mass 

 

February 12, 2016 – Friday 

12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 

 

February 13 & 14, 2016 - First Sunday of Lent 

Special Collection: ECHO 

 

February 19, 2016 – Friday 

8:45 am.  Stations of the Cross 

 

February 20 & 21, 2016 – Second Sunday of Lent 

Special Collection: Our Sister Parish 

 

February 25, 2016 – Thursday 

06:15 pm.  Spirituality of a Pilgrimage Presentation – by Fr. Rob 

 

February 26, 2016 – Friday 

12:00 Noon.  Stations of the Cross 

 

February 27, 2016 – Saturday 

12:00 Noon.  Echo Meal – St. John Lutheran  

 

February 27 & 28, 2016 – Third Sunday of Lent 

Special Collection: YWCA Women’s Shelter 

 

March 04, 2016 – Friday 

4:15 pm.  Stations of the Cross 

 

March 5 & 6, 2016 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Special Collection: Project 16:49 
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Baptisms 
 

 
Hunter Steven Lehr 

Son of Timothy & Lindsay Lehr 
December 5, 2015 

 

 Dorothea Persephane McDougall 
Daughter of Dennis & Julie McDougall 

December 6, 2015 
 

Tallula Quiric McDougall 
Daughter of Dennis & Julie McDougall 

December 6, 2015 
 

Jack William Groessel 
Son of Michael & Julia Groessel 

January 2, 2016 
 
 

 

 

We remember the following parishioners who have died  
from November 2015  

through January 2016 
 

 
 
 
 

 
David Bostwick 

November 12, 2015 
 

Douglas Lee 
December 7, 2015 

 

Becky Lichtfuss 
December 25, 2015 
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St. Mary Parish warmly welcomes our newest 

parishioners who registered in 

November 2015 – January 2016 
 

COLBY, Jane 

 

SPIES, Ryan and Jennifer 

Ava – 10 

Cole – 10 

Ella – 9 

 

VOEGELI, Rosalind 
 

 

 

 

 

Peace Prayer of  St. Francis 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; Where there is       

hatred, let me sow charity; Where there is injury, pardon; Where 

there is error, the truth; Where there is doubt, the faith; Where 

there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; and Where 

there is sadness, joy. O, Divine Master, Grant that I may not so 

much seek to be consoled, as to console; To be understood as to 

understand; To be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we    

receive; It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; And it is in dying 

to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

7 

 
 

 

 

 
 

March 10, 2016 – Thursday 

01:00 pm.  Pilgrimage to the Holy Land Presentation – by Fr. Rob 

 

March 11, 2016 – Friday 

10:30 a.m.  Stations of the Cross 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Salad Luncheon – School Gym 

 

March 12 & 13, 2016 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Special Collection: Healthnet 

 

March 14, 2016 – Monday 

07:00 p.m. Lenten Taize’ Prayer 

 

March 18, 2016 – Friday 

2:00 p.m. “Living” Stations of the Cross with School Students 

 

March 19 & 20, 2016 – Palm Sunday 

 

March 22, 2016 – Tuesday 

Following 12:10 Mass - Prayer Service and Sending - 

Flowers for the Homebound 

 

March 24, 2016 - Holy Thursday 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper – 6:15 p.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration following Mass until 10:00 p.m. 

 

March 25, 2016 - Good Friday 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death - 1:00 p.m. 

 

March 26, 2016 - Holy Saturday  

Mass for the Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m. 

 

March 27, 2016 - Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

10:30 a.m. Mass 

 

April 11, 2016 – Monday 

7:00 p.m. Easter Taize’ Prayer 
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Lent 2016 Second Collections 
 

 It has been the custom at St. Mary Parish to take a second      

collection each Sunday during Lent.  The second collection goes to a 

variety of organizations and to our sister parish in Northern Wisconsin.  

Here is a very brief summary of this year's organizations.  In the       

bulletin each week we will include more information about each one.   
 

 Please consider giving to these second collections during this 

Year of Mercy.  This is a concrete way of showing love and care for 

others and of helping a worthwhile cause. 
 

 

Week #1 ECHO - Everyone Cooperating to Help Others 

ECHO was created in late 1969 to serve as a food pantry and clothing depot.  

Today ECHO, a non-profit charity organization, is called upon to help meet 

temporary housing, food, clothing, health, transportation, and other emergency 

needs for low-income individuals and families in the north Rock County area.  

For more information, go to www.echojanesville.org 

 

 

Week #2 Sister Parish – St. Francis Solanus  
St. Francis Solanus Indian Mission is located on the bank of the Little Courte 

Oreilles Lake on an Indian reservation of that same name in the Village of 

Reserve, Wisconsin.  

The Mission School is a Catholic School grades K through 8.  There are four 

teachers: 2 Sisters and 2 Lay Teachers.  We support our sister parish with 

monetary donations, school supplies, and miscellaneous items.   

For more information, go to www.stfrancismission.org 

 

 

Week #3 YWCA - Domestic Violence Shelter 

The work of YWCA Rock County focuses on the areas: violence in our homes 

and communities, racial justice, economic empowerment, and advocacy.  

Their programs and services include a domestic violence shelter for women 

and children, Transitions for Women Program, Care House for child advoca-

cy, child care, immigrant outreach, child abuse prevention, and support 

groups. For more information, go to www.ywcarockcounty.org  
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Week #4 Project 16:49 - 16 Hours and 49 Minutes…  

The time between school ending one day and starting the next. 
Project 16:49’s mission is to empower Rock County’s unaccompanied 

homeless youth to take action to achieve their goals. The organization pro-

vides assistance with basic needs, and ensures youth have access to the ser-

vices and support they need to complete their high school education and 

increase their self-sufficiency as they transition into adulthood. More exten-

sive case management is available for youth who are interested in working 

on long-term, life-changing goals. Project 16:49 also operates Robin House, 

a transitional living home for unaccompanied homeless female students.  

For more information go to www.project1649.org 

 

 

Week #5 Healthnet  
HealthNet is a free, not-for-profit clinic (medical and dental) serving Rock 

County residents who have no health insurance and meet income and en-

rollment requirements.               

The HealthNet Medical Clinic provides general primary care, medications, 

vision care, mental health services, referrals to specialists, limited laborato-

ry & x-ray testing, as well as other resources and services. 

The HealthNet Dental Clinic provides a variety of dental services including 

cleanings, extractions, cavity fillings, and other services related to oral care.     

For more information go to www.healthnet-rock.org 

http://www.echojanesville.org
http://www.stfrancismission.org
http://www.ywcarockcounty.org/
http://www.project1649.org/
http://www.healthnet-rock.org

